

ST MARTHA PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Martha Parish Council held on
22nd February 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in Chilworth Village Hall
22/26 Present: 

Councillors:

Cllr Mrs. P Allen (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Peake, Cllr Mrs. C. Price, and Cllr J-P Pugh (Chairman) 
Guildford Borough Cllr Diana Jones
Guilford Borough Cllr Richard Billington
Shalford Parish Cllr A Cansell

Members of the Public:
None

In attendance: Parish Clerk - Anne Tait

22/27 To accept apologies and reason for absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch 1 para 40.   

Apologies and reason for absence were received from: Cllrs Brown and Mrs. Tantram, apologies were accepted.  

22/28 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) - by Councillors on any of the agenda items below in accordance with The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

None were given.

22/29 Declaration of Non-Pecuniary Interests 

None were given.

22/30 Minutes of the Meeting 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Price, seconded by Cllr Mrs Allen, and unanimously RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 1st February 2022 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

22/31 Public Participation Session 

There were no public present at the meeting.

22/32 Reports Communications and Updates:
Parish Clerk: 

· The Surrey County Council (SCC) Treescapes Project 
The Clerk gave an update on the project.  It was noted that both Tillingbourne School and Chilworth C of E Infant Schools declined the offer of trees from this project.   Chilworth School had already planted fifteen trees in celebration of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  Cllrs and the Clerk visited the Chilworth War Memorial site, and it was agreed that following a survey of available space, four trees could be accommodated.

RESOLVED:  The Clerk to arrange for the trees to be collected from Old Manor Farm by Glendale Managed Services on behalf of Surrey County Council.

· Unveiling of the new ‘snail’ in the Gunpowder Mills 
The Clerk reported that five trees have fallen across footpaths in the Gunpowder Mills.  This had been reported to the Parks Department.
     The Clerk reported that an invitation had been sent to both Hendryk Jurk (Parks and Countryside  
     Development Lead) and John Andrews (Countryside Warden) to the unveiling ceremony of the new 
     snail on 26th February 2022.

· Transfer of information re the defibrillator outside The Percy Arms
The Clerk reported that following the disbanding of Chilworth2gether, Maggie Scott had prepared a ‘hand-over’ folder as St Martha Parish Council will now take over as the responsible contact for the Percy Arms Defibrillator.  A £200 grant has been awarded to cover the cost of the periodic replacement of the electrode and pads which will need renewing again in 2024.

· Chilworth Manor Diamond Jubilee Celebration
  It was reported that Maggie Scott was preparing a spreadsheet of volunteers – both from the Parish Council and Parishioners to form a Queens Jubilee working party.  

· Tangley Crossing in Chilworth
Cllr Mrs Allen reported that immediate neighbours to the crossing are being disturbed by a new far louder ‘yodel' alarm system that Network Rail changed at the end of December 2021.  Cllr Mrs Allen has forwarded a complaint to the Southeast Communities Rail Partnership, the North Downs Senior Duty Station Manager (at GWR) and her contact at Network Rail. 

Parish Councillors:

· Dates of next Parish Council meetings: 
The Clerk reported the next scheduled Ordinary PC meetings:
1. Wednesday 23rd March 2022 (NB now changed to 22/03/22)
2. Wednesday 27th April 2022
3. Wednesday 25th May 2022 – the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
4. Wednesday 6th April 2022 - is the Annual Assembly of St Martha Parish in Chilworth Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.  It was suggested that a talk on ‘dark skies’ by John Evans from the Astronomy Society may be arranged.
Guildford Borough Councillors’ Report:

· Shaping Guildford’s future - Cllr Diana Jones reported that there are four webinars available to view on the GBC website.  The webinars can be accessed using the following link:  recording of the previous three debates are available  

Details are:
1. 14th December 2021: “What are the challenges and opportunities for the town over the next 20 years?” 
2. 18th January 2022: “How can we ensure the plan for our town is sustainable?”
3. 22nd February 2022: “How we improve the town’s transport, infrastructure, housing and local economy?”
4. 15th March 2022: What Guildford residents say? – feedback from our engagement.

· Developers cutting down trees – concern was raised re a report stating that developers are cutting down trees following the purchase of land for housing.   A suggestion that a database of trees could be started for trees under threat.  Cllr Peake to view the trees at 102 Dorking Road.

22/33 The Gunpowder Mills
The Clerk reported that the results of the survey by the Friends of the Gunpowder Mills Group are not yet completed.

22/34 Planning 
(a) Councillors discussed a response to GBC on the following applications: 
 
· 21/P/02524 Heathfield House, Lockner Holt, Chilworth GU4 8RG.   Variation of condition 2 (plans) of P/application 21/P/01307 approved on 30/07/21, to allow for proposed external landscaping including wrap-around decking, external steps and pool.

RESOLVED: Recommend APPROVE – Planners should be aware that the access to Heathfield House via Lockner Holt is currently very difficult even for cars, due to the state of the track and overgrown trees and shrubs.  If construction delivery drivers are following a Sat Nav and attempt that route it will cause considerable disruption and is completely unsuitable.

(b) To RECEIVE and NOTE the outcome of applications previously reported:
· 21/P/02378 - 1 Haywards Corner, Dorking Road, Chilworth GU4 8BG Retention of outdoor kitchen (retrospective application).  GBC APPROVED: 18/02/2022
21/P/02433 - Broomhill, Blackheath, GU4 8RD Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed development to establish whether the erection of a single storey rear extension would be lawful. GBC APPROVED 17/02/22.  

(c)  Cllrs received and discussed the ‘Terms of Reference’ of the Parish Council Planning Committee.  
       RESOLVED:  The Terms of reference were AGREED and Shown as Appendix two of these Minutes.

22/35 Highways and Rights of Way
Dorking Road from Lockner Farm to Roseacre Gardens - following a site visit (on 17/02/22) along this stetch of pavement, it was agreed that a reduction in the debris would assist pedestrians to walk safely on a wider area as the narrowness of the road results in an ever-increasing number of large vehicles swerving onto the pavement to avoid a crash from oncoming traffic. 
RESOLVED:  It was AGREED to obtain three quotes to remove the debris.

Halfpenny Lane – the request for a width restriction sign.  
RESOLVED:  Cllr Mrs Allen AGREED to speak to Rob Fairbanks at Surrey Hills about HGV signs.

22/36 Correspondence 
	 No issues were discussed.

22/37 Financial Matters 
(a) The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) had prepared a monthly bank reconciliation for January 2022 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.  Copies of which had been issued electronically to all Members in advance of the meeting.  
          RESOLVED: Cllr Mrs Price checked and signed the bank statements and bank reconciliation as correct 
      and matching.

RESOLVED:  It was proposed by Cllr Pugh and seconded by Cllr Mrs Price that the schedule of payments presented by the Clerk are APPROVED.  Shown as Appendix One of these Minutes.
 
(b)  GBC Concurrent Grant Aid scheme for 2021/2022 - Cllrs noted that the deadline to complete the work (Provide Parking for West Lodge	 - £2,000), AGEED for the financial year ending 31/03/22, will need to be completed and claimed by 31st March 2023.  				

22/38 Items for the next meeting:
· Discuss the programme for the Annual Assembly on 6th April 2022.  
· The Queens Jubilee arrangements

Date of the Next Council Meeting:  22nd March 2022 Chilworth Village Hall at 7 p.m.
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