ST MARTHA PARISH COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Meeting of St Martha Parish Council held on 
19th March 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in Chilworth Village Hall

24/35 Present: 

Councillors:

Cllr Mrs. P Allen (Vice Chairman), Cllr Mrs. Price (Chairman), Cllr Jean-Pierre Pugh 

Shalford Peasmarsh and Chilworth Community Councillor Adrian Cansell
Surrey County Councillor and Guildford Borough Councillor – Robert Hughes 

In attendance: Parish Clerk - Anne Tait

24/36 To accept apologies and reason for absence in accordance with the LGA 1972, Sch 1 para 40.   

Guildford Borough Councillor Danielle Newson
Parish Councillor J. Peake

24/37 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) - by Councillors on any of the agenda items below in accordance with The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012. (SI 2012 No. 1464) 

No declarations were made.

24/38 Declaration of Non-Pecuniary Interests 

No declarations were made.

24/39 Register of Interests 

No updates were declared.

24/40 Minutes of the previous meeting:

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Allen, seconded by Cllr Pugh, and unanimously RESOLVED that the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 20th February 2024 be approved and signed, following the correction at 24/26 with regard to the spelling of Cllr Cansell.  The Clerk would re-issue the Minutes following this correction.

24/41 Public Participation Session 
It was noted that the out-of-date road ‘closed’ signs had been removed from the Dorking Road.  It was also noted that there was a large, damaged tyre on the side of the footpath of Dorking Road.  The Clerk confirmed that this had been reported.  
It was suggested that the Parish Council should consider the following document from the Department for Communities and Local Government:  Protected trees: A guide to tree preservation procedures – with a view to adopting the Policy.

24/42 Reports, Communications and Updates:
 
Parish Clerk: 
The Clerk’s report had previously been circulated giving an update on the following items:

a) The Annual Assembly  
This would be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday 21st May 2024, before the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council starting at 7 p.m.  Refreshments would be served.

b) The Annual Donation to Chilworth PCC to assist with the printing of the Chilworth Magazine
The Clerk was asked to enquire from Shalford Community Council Clerk re the amount they donate, as it was felt to be consistent St Martha should consider the same.

c) Trees on Halfpenny Close Green
The Clerk would write to the resident stating the replies received from Jess Eaton-Fearne 
(SCC Tree Planting Project Support Officer) re the points that were raised.  
RESOLVED:  Ask Cllr Peake if he would advise Mr Yardley that permission is required to plant a tree on SCC land – and giving instructions on how to apply.
 
Parish Councillors

a) Street Trading Application - The Little Bean – 20370 St Marthas Hill, Halfpenny Lane
Cllr Mrs Price reported that she had attended the Licensing Sub-Committee Meeting on Friday 15th March 2024.   Despite protestations from the Guildford Borough Council’s Environmental Officer, and objections from St Martha Parish Council and several residents, the licencing committee have agreed a 'temporary' licence for six months to allow a trial to take place.   Clearly this will allow the situation to be monitored and if there any problems the 'licence' can be revoked.

b) Chilworth Station 
Cllr Mrs Allen reported that two new planters are now in situ at the station.  
Although ‘Jessies seat’ has not been maintained, a new team has now been appointed.
The AGM for the North Downs Steering Group is on 04/07/24.

c) Advertising Banners 
Cllr Mrs Allen reported that she had received a request from the Head of Chilworth Infant School to display a 2m x 1m banner on the wooden structure near to the Tangley Rail Crossing at the end of Old Manor Lane.  
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk would enquire from Guildford Borough Council regarding the guidelines for advertising and how the school could apply for consent. 

Borough Councillor and County Councillor 
Cllr Hughes reported that he had forwarded the information from Cllr Mrs Allen about the problems along Vera’s Path (numbers 469 / 30) onto the SCC Countryside Team. 

St Martha Parish Council’s Tree Warden 
Simon Harrold reported that there is no update on progress to becoming a fully-fledged tree warden.  He is presently working through the handbook, completing the modules on-line, surveying the area and waiting for a date to start the hedge-laying training.

[bookmark: _Hlk148603085]24/43 Chilworth Village
a) Cllr Mrs Allen reminded those present that her notes from the Shalford Community Council Meeting on 22/02/24 were circulated on 24/02/24.   There were no questions raised by Councillors on the points. 

b) RESOLVED Councillors discussed the topic of St Martha Parish Council and Shalford Community Council working more closely together for the benefit of Chilworth Village as a whole.  It was suggested that could be built on after the May Annual meetings of both Councils when the Councillors will be known.

24/44 Climate Change
Cllr Mrs Allen introduced the draft Parish Council Biodiversity Policy with a short list of suggestions for actions that Councillors may consider engaging in the short / medium term.  This is referenced in an email sent on 21/02/24.
RESOLVED:  That the Policy is added to the Council’s website.

24/45 Policies, Financial and Regulation Approvals

(a) Proposed list of payments and transfers to be tabled at the meeting for approval: 
The payment list was presented to the meeting a copy of which had been issued to all Members via email in advance of the meeting – ref Table 1.    It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Allen, seconded by Cllr Pugh and unanimously RESOLVED the payments to the value of £742.67 be approved.  The payment list was duly signed by the Chairman, Cllr Mrs Price, during the meeting. 

Table 1: Proposed list of payments 19th March 2024

	Budget Head
	Date 
	Description
	Supplier 
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	Clerk’s Expenses
	20/02/24
	Staff mileage
	Shell
	13.50
	  0
	13.50

	Zoom 
	17/03/24
	Facility to hold meetings on line 
	Zoom
	12.99
	2.60
	15.59

	IT expenses
	29/02/24
	8 x Licences from Microsoft
	BN Information Security Ltd
	52.68
	10.54
	63.22

	IT Expenses
	13/03/24
	1 x Black HP 302XL ink cartridge
	Viking Direct
	31.50
	6.30
	37.80

	Postage
	26/02/24
	Returning to GBC  revised R of I - PAllen
	Royal Mail
	0.75
	0
	0.75

	War Memorial
	19/03/24
	Maintenance Jan/Feb/March 2024
	H. Wakeford
	140.00
	0
	140.00

	IT Expenses
	03/03/24
	Invoice 010254
	Alan Oxford
	15.75
	0
	15.75

	Annual Subs
	07/03/24
	Annual Membership
	Guildford Environmental Forum
	15.00
	0
	15.00

	BT
	19/03/24
	Re-imburse 50% of 12 months provision of broadband/tel. 
	The Clerk and BT
	441.06
	0
	441.06

	Totals
	
	
	
	723.23
	19.44
	742.67



(b)  The Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) had prepared the bank reconciliation for period ended 29/02/24 in accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations, a copy of which had been issued to all Members via email in advance of the meeting.  It was proposed by Cllr Pugh, seconded by Cllr Mrs Allen and unanimously RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation be approved and signed by the Chairman, Cllr Mrs Price during the meeting.
d) GOV.UK address for the Parish Council
Councillors considered the proposal, and it was proposed by Cllr Pugh and seconded by Cllr Mrs Price and RESOLVED to change the St Martha Parish Council to a gov.uk domain name.
The clerk to start the process and obtain quotes from an Approved Registrar to register the new domain name.

24/46 Planning
(a) To discuss and agree the recommendation to Guildford Borough Council on the following application(s): 

1. Application Number: 24/P/00282: 4 Powder Mills Place, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth GU4 8BF.
Proposal: Changes to existing fenestration to change windows from current kitchen to be replaced with french doors and windows from lounge facing onto side enclosed courtyard area to be replaced with french doors.
RESOLVED: The Parish Council recommend that this application is APPROVED – as submitted.

2. Application Number: 24/P/00229 – 40 Dorking Road, Chilworth, GU4 8NR
Proposal:  Single storey side extension.
RESOLVED: The Parish Council recommend that this application is APPROVED – as submitted.

3. Application Number: 24/P/00218 – 3 Pine View Close, Chilworth, GU4 8RS
Proposal:  Proposed front and rear dormer extensions along with changes to fenestration.
RESOLVED: The Parish Council recommend that this application is APPROVED – as submitted.

4. Application Number: 24/T/00043 - Halfpenny Corner, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth GU4 8NN 
Proposal: Tree work in the Chilworth Gunpowder Mills Conservation Area as described below:

· T1 Weeping Willow - Reduce lower extended limb over lawn by 6m to leave length of 5m. Reduce the remainder of the tree by 4-5m and remove deadwood. Finished height to be 10m with a radial spread of 5m.
· T1224 & T1241 Sycamore – Fell. 
· T1227-1233, 1240, 1242 & 1254 Ash – Fell. 
· T1244 Cherry – Fell.
· T1245-1247 Norway Maple – Fell. 
· T1250 & 1251 Cypress – Fell. 
· T1225 Horse Chestnut – Reduce canopy to 8m. Crown lift by 3m and clear Ivy. 
· T1226 Hazel – Coppice. 
· T1234-T1236 Ash – Crown reduce to 15m. Reduce canopy to 7m and clear Ivy. 
· T1237 & T1238 Sycamore – Reduce canopy to 6m and clear Ivy.
· T1239 Beech – Reduce canopy to 8m. 
· T1243 Lime – Reduce canopy to 6m. Clear branches to adjacent dwelling within 3m. Clear Ivy and remove epicormic growth. 
· T1248 Norway Maple – Reduce canopy to 6m. 
· T1249 Norway Maple – Clear structure by 3m retaining overhanging branches outside this space.
T1252 & T1253 Oak – Reduce canopy to 8m, clear deadwood and vegetation. 
RESOLVED: The Parish Council recommend leaving the decision on the above to Tim Holman the GBC Tree Officer.

5. Application Number: 23/P/00341 - Retlaws, 15 Roseacre Gardens, Chilworth GU4 8RQ
Clare Upton-Brown the GBC Executive Head - Planning Development, has advised that an appeal has been lodged against the Council's refusal of the above application.  The Planning Inspectorate has accepted the appeal, and it will be dealt with by way of Written Representations – to be sent by 12/04/2024.
RESOLVED:  Parish Councillors have no further comments on this application.

(c) To receive and note any outcomes from GBC on applications previously reported:

1. Application Number: 23/P/00046 - Tangley House, Postford Mill, Mill Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8RT
Proposal: Change of use of existing Class E Business unit to four 2-bedroom Class C3 residential units.
GBC APPROVED on 19/02/24

2. Application Number: 23/P/00119 - 31 Halfpenny Close, Chilworth GU4 8NH
Proposal: Single storey rear extension and changes to fenestration following demolition of chimney stacks (Retrospective application - amendment to 21/P/01666) (description amended 12/03/2024)
GBC APPROVED on 13/03/24

 24/47 Highways and Rights of Way
a) SCC Consultation on Rights of Way, Surrey Rights of Way Improvement Plan 
RESOLVED:  The Clerk to complete a response from the Parish Council – deadline has now been extended to 25th March 2024.

24/48 The Gunpowder Mills and West Lodge
        No news or update from Hendryk Jurk and John Andrews re a meeting.

24/49 Items for the next meeting
· Chilworth War Memorial

24/50 Date of next full Council meeting:  Tuesday 16th April 2024 at 7 p.m.
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