St Martha Parish Council
Additional comments submitted to GBC as a Statutory Consultee on Planning Applications and Enforcement Cases during 2020

	[bookmark: _Hlk532918921]Application Number
	Address and details of application
	Comments

	20/P/00046
	Horseshoes, 20 Roseacre Gardens, Chilworth GU4 8RQ Erection of a two-storey rear extension, changes to fenestration and new garden room and timber shed following demolition of timber garage.

	Recommend REFUSE: Councillors consider this application to be a change of use from a garage to ancillary accommodation.   It is over-development of the site, inappropriate in bulk and height, and very close to the neighbouring boundary.  This may result in a possible restriction of light for neighbours

	20/P/00252
	Hurstcote, Halfpenny Lane Chilworth, GU4 8PY
Certificate of Lawfulness for a proposed development whether the erection of an outbuilding and three porches would be lawful.

	Councillors note that the three new porches are proposed to be built at the rear of house, not visible from the lane, nor would affect the neighbour.  The proposed outbuilding would be well set back, not visible from the lane and not affect the neighbour.   It appears too small for a conversion to a small separate dwelling in the future.  The Parish Councillors will leave whether this application is lawful without planning permission, for the Planning Officers to decide.

	20/P/00411
	Birkfield, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8NF 
Proposed single storey front, side and rear extension, following demolition of existing garage, changes to fenestration.
	Recommend REFUSE: The North edge of the extension would be right on the boundary line and a question has been raised by Councillors as to how could the extension be built without using the neighbour's land?  It is over-development of the site, inappropriate in bulk and would have an impact on the street scene.  

		20/P/00441
AND 
EN/20/00028




	128 Dorking Rd. Chilworth GU4 8NS
Boundary treatments to street facing elevations (retrospective)


	Recommend REFUSE:  The timber weatherboard fencing facing Dorking Road is not in keeping with the rural setting, overlooking horse paddocks and views up to St Martha's Church.  The opposite boundary of the carriageway displays a well-established hedgerow.  Councillors strongly oppose the present boundary fencing In order to ensure that the site is landscaped and is maintained in the interest of the visual amenities of the area, ensuring the adequate respect for trees, hedgerows and shrubs, set out in Section 197 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.    
       

	EN/20/00013
	126 Dorking Rd, Chilworth GU4 8NS
Alledged removal of a hedge and the erection of a fence in breach of planning approval 16/P/02534

	The Parish Council strongly object to the new close boarded fence at 126 Dorking Road, (application 16/P/02534) which is in breach of the Decision Notice Number 6, our reasons are as follows:
1.   It is not in keeping with the rural setting, overlooking horse paddocks and views up to St Martha's, indeed the opposite boundary of the carriageway displays a well-established hedgerow.
2.   The topography of the site also means the fence sits 'higher' than the road, which serves to highlight the fact that it is 'unsightly', and out of keeping with neighbouring houses.
3.   We formally oppose In order to ensure that the site is landscaped and is maintained in the interest of the visual amenities of the area, ensuring the adequate respect for trees, hedgerows and shrubs, set out in Section 197 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

	20/P/00433

	126 Dorking Road, Chilworth, GU4 8NS
Erection of a wall and fence in the front of the property (retrospective)


	Recommend REFUSE:  The Parish Council recommendation is for GBC to REFUSE this application as submitted.  The fence and wall are in breach of the Decision Notice Number 6 of Planning Application 16/P/02534.  
This states: no trees, hedgerows or shrubs within the curtilage of the site, except those shown on the approved plan(s) or otherwise clearly indicated in the approved details as being removed shall be felled, lopped or pruned, nor shall any roots be removed or pruned without the prior consent of the Local planning authority during development and for a period of five years after completion of the building(s), structure(s) or any other development hereby approved. Any trees, hedgerows or shrubs removed, or which die or become dangerous, damaged or diseased before the end of a period of five years after completion of the development hereby
approved shall be replaced with new trees, hedging or shrub species (of such size species and in such number and position as maybe agreed in writing), before the
end of the first available planting season (1 November to 31 March) following their loss or removal.
Reason: In order to ensure that the site is landscaped and is maintained in the interest of the visual amenities of the area, ensuring the adequate respect for trees - set out in Section 197 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
Additionally, the Officers Report states: “existing mature hedging along the front boundary will be retained”.  
The fence sits 'higher' than the road on a concrete wall, which serves to highlight the fact that it is 'unsightly', and out of keeping with the street scene and neighbouring houses.  

	20/W/00081
Prior Notification application
	The Charcoal House, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8NQ
	Councillors discussed this application at a Parish Council meeting yesterday and noted they were only able to comment on issues relating to flood risk, contamination, and highways implications – as it is a Prior Notification application. 
Bearing this in mind, Councillors are aware that a neighbour has some form of legal restriction to the property – that may come under highway implications.  And additionally, this property may now be classed as being in a flood risk area.


	20/P/01405
	8 Haywards Corner, Dorking Road, Chilworth, GU4 8BG
	The Parish Council recommend that GBC Planning Officers APPROVE this application as submitted.  However, Councillors have concerns that the proposal will result in a increase in bulk of the whole development by reducing the view through behind the buildings.
Furthermore, future permitted development rights should be withdrawn to  protect part of the garages being converted into a dwelling.

	20/P/01354
	Brantyngeshay, Sample Oak Lane, Chilworth GU4 8RE
Proposed extensions to the front, side, and rear elevations, following demolition of existing rear extensions and conservatory.  Changes to doors, windows, and fenestration.













	Recommend REFUSE:  The Parish Council recommendation is for GBC to REFUSE this application as submitted.  The Parish Council understands that the new owners would wish to modernise the house and make it fit for 21st century living.  However, Councillors feel strongly that such a significant building both in terms of design and local history, should first be assessed by GBC’s Heritage department before this planning application is taken any further.  The Parish Council has particular concerns over the proposed design for the front porch, and removal of the original windows.  The proposed fenestration and removal of the grand staircase entrance hall is not in keeping with the integrity of the building.  
The Parish Council asked me to forward the attached two items of importance about the architecture and history of this building and those Arts and Craft buildings in the immediate area and other prominent ones designed by the architect Harrison Townsend. 

	20/P/01697
	Birkfield, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8NF 
Proposed single storey front, side and rear extension, following demolition of existing garage, changes to fenestration.
	Recommend REFUSE:  The Parish Council recommendation is for GBC to REFUSE this application as submitted.  A two-storey extension would be a significant enlargement of the existing property; impinge on the neighbouring properties; be an over-development of the site and is inappropriate in bulk.  Additionally, it would have a detrimental impact on the street scene.   It has also been reported to the Parish Council that work has been proceeding for several weeks, contrary to the planning application.

	20/P/01860




20/P/01159
	2A Roseacre Gardens, Chilworth, GU4 8RQ - Proposed new front porch 2 storey side extension, rear balcony, rear Juliet balcony and changes to fenestration, following demolition of double garage and store.
NB 
Application was WITHDRAWN on 11/09/2020

	Recommend REFUSE:  The Parish Council recommendation is for GBC to REFUSE this application as submitted.  The proposed extension to this dwelling would result in an increase in bulk, it is visible from the street scene and there would be a loss of valuable parking.

	20/P/02091
	6 Dorking Road, Chilworth GU4 8NR – Proposed erection of a pair of two storey semi-detached dwellings following demolition of existing bungalow
	Recommend APPROVE: - Parish Councillors endorse this application for two small dwellings.  Concern about the access/parking is highlighted as the entrance is on a bend, is opposite the junction with Blacksmith Lane and is very close to a level crossing.

	20/P/02156
	Pilar Lodge, Sample Oak Lane, Chilworth GU4 8RE - – Proposed extensions to the front, rear and side elevations, following demolition of existing rear additions and conservatory.  Changes to doors, windows and fenestration.  
	Recommend APPROVE: The Parish Council welcomes the proposed changes made from the previous planning application (20/P/01354 Brantyngeshay, Sample Oak Lane), particularly to the West and South elevations which are shown to retain much of the original Arts and Crafts features.  It therefore recommends APPROVAL of this application subject to:

There being written approval on the submitted plans from Surrey Hills.  There is only reference in the pre-application statement to comments made by the Surrey Hills AONB Adviser, prior to submission of the detailed planning application.   The proposals will allow for ‘long views out to the north towards St Martha’s Hill’ (5.9) across the AONB and possible reflection from the proposed extensive new fenestration on the North elevation.  A formal response from Surrey Hills should be sought.

That the Planning Officer is satisfied with the proposed changes to the fenestration of the existing building.  The Design and Access Statement says:  5.3 The existing fenestration is proposed to be replaced “like-for-like”, maintaining the inconsistencies and the varied architectural detailing found on the existing dwelling. It appears from the plans that the windows will not be maintaining ‘like-for-like’. The plans seem to show rectangular leaded lights but in reality, the existing ones are a complex mix with particular A&C features.
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