St Martha Parish Council
Additional comments submitted to GBC as a Statutory Consultee on Planning Applications and Enforcement Cases during 2021
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Application Number
	Address and details of application
	Comments

	21/P/00635
	The Bungalow, Powdermills Estate, Blacksmiths Lane, Chilworth GU4 8NQ. Proposed single storey rear extension following demolition of existing structure, removal of one chimney, external repairs, changes to fenestration and re-roofing.

	Supplied by Cllr J Peake – (no decision stated)
This building was built in 1885 as a Factory Office and Laboratory for the Gunpowder Mills.  It is an historically significant building and one of few complete buildings related to the Mills estate.  The building is contemporaneous with West Lodge, which is listed at Grade II and is equally important historically.  The Parish Council is proceeding with an application for the similar listing of the Bungalow.  Thus, any changes to it should be sympathetic to its historical value.
With regard to this application: -
· The chimney should be repaired and retained as a historical feature.
· Any changes to the windows should replicate the existing construction.
· Regarding the rear extension there should be a visible join line to indicate its separate existence.
· A fuller historical assessment of the building is attached.
(Historical Assessment attached)

	21/W/00092
	Halfpenny Close, Chilworth, GU4 8NH
Prior notification under Schedule 2, Part 16 of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) for the proposed 5G telecoms installation of a H3G Phase 8 18m high pole c/w wrap-around cabinet and 3 further additional equipment cabinets
	REFUSE:  The current visual amenity around the proposed site is extremely high. It is within the Surrey Hills AONB, in an AGLV and immediately adjacent to the Chilworth Conservation Area; with views to St. Martha's Hill and the Chantries. This amenity would be destroyed by the proposed installation. The pre-planning consultation suggested that one possible site was rejected due to its closeness to dwellings. This proposed site is nearer to dwellings and should also have been rejected. Government guidance is to piggyback new facilities onto existing masts. There are nearby existing masts at Brookswood playing field in the middle of Chilworth; an entirely appropriate location for any additional facilities and well away from any dwellings. It is believed that microwave power levels from a 5G installation are higher than from existing phone masts and grave concern has been expressed with regard to harm from the emitted microwave radiation. The site is described as " within a dense urban setting". In fact, it is a semi-rural setting with no street lights and as previously described, is next to the Chilworth Conservation area. The application also states that the site was " selected to minimize visual impact upon the street scene by integrating with existing street furniture." This is untrue as there is no nearby street furniture except for a bench. It is said that the mast" would assimilate well into the immediate street scene and not be detrimental." This is patently untrue. The mast would be an eyesore not only for residents close to the mast but for the many other residents and others visiting the AONB and the historic ancient Gunpowder Mills. It would clearly be detrimental to residents and the wider community. We also note that the Borough's consultation with residents was limited to only five dwellings but considering that the mast would have a detrimental visual impact over a wide area, the consultation should have been much wider.  Local residents have expressed concern that any necessary maintenance vehicles to the site would seriously impede traffic flow for local residents and emergency vehicles. Already there are around 6 vehicles parked opposite the site, day and night, seriously narrowing Halfpenny Close at all times and preventing access to the site for any maintenance vehicles. There are very strong local feelings opposing this application; with 30 members of the public at our PC mtg and 130 signing an opposing petition within a few days of notification. Many residents are shocked and distressed at this proposal and St Martha Parish Council urges GBC to take account of the views expressed by local residents. The Parish Council asks that at the very least, GBC councillors and planning officers should visit the site before making a decision, to see how inappropriate this installation would be.   The proposed site location is clearly inappropriate and unacceptable to the Parish Council and a significant number of local residents, and we urge that the application be refused.

	21/P/01169
	Marigold Cottage, Halfpenny Lane, Chilworth GU4 8PY
Removal of condition 9 (permitted development removal) of planning application 20/P/01963 approved on 31/01/21, in order to reinstate permitted development rights under classes A and E.
	Cllrs were hoping to seek clarification from the Planning Officer, on the matters below but unfortunately, we did not manage to do so. 
In responding to application 21/P/01169 it was noted that there were some contradictory statements regarding whether there is to be an increase or decrease in the overall size of 20/P/0963.  Therefore, we checked the officer’s report for 20/P/0963 and noted:
The new building represents an increase of 82% compared to the original dwelling however, only a 19 sq m overall increase of all buildings to be demolished.  This 19sq m increase is considered negated by consolidation of built form and reduction in sprawl.  
Furthermore, the extant permissions 17/P/00264 (chicken shed change of use to independent dwelling) and 16/P/01806 (representing a 75% increase over the original dwelling house) are considered to cause greater harm to the Green Belt, compared to 20/P/01963, due to:
greater harm to the openness, greater activity, and 
an increase in the total floor area, from two dwellings rather than one.
Therefore, St Martha Parish has no objection to the reinstatement of permitted development as long as their reinstatement would still represent less harm than the extant permissions 17/P/00264 and 16/P/01806.

	20/P/01666
	31 Halfpenny Close, Chilworth, GU4 8NH. 
Erection of a single storey rear extension

	REFUSE:  Our estimate is that this extension represents a 64% increase to a dwelling that currently stands at around 70msq.  In addition, this building is a small dwelling (i.e. less than 80msq), which continue to reduce in number.  Therefore, for reasons of overdevelopment and loss of a small dwelling, we suggest the application should be refused.

	21/P/02095

	Woodpeckers, Sample Oak Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8QR
Part conversion and alterations to an existing detached outbuilding to provide ancillary habitable accommodation.
	REFUSE this application as submitted - it is an inappropriate development in the Green Belt.

	21/P/02115
	The Bungalow, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth GU4 8NQ Proposed conversion of existing bungalow to create two residential dwelling houses.  
WITHDRAWN 25/04/22
	REFUSE – Councillors recommend that GBC Planning Officers REFUSE this application as submitted.  The proposed parking arrangements are inadequate, especially due to the awkward location and possibly could be improved by using the adjacent land.  Councillors agree and endorse the comments made by Alisa Woodruff (on 07/12/21) re this application posted on the GBC website. 

	21/P/02378
	1 Haywards Corner, Dorking Road, Chilworth, GU4 8B Retention of outdoor kitchen (retrospective application).  

	APPROVED on 15/12/21, Following receipt of additional information which was not available at the time of our original approval, it was AGREED to rescind our recommendation to approve and recommend that GBC REFUSE this retrospective application.

	21/P/02415
	Chilworth Manor, Halfpenny Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8NN Proposed construction of new detached building comprising of wine cellar and tasting room with associated landscaping and car parking.  
	APPROVE: Councillors accept that the proposal presents ‘very special circumstances’ relating to sustainable rural tourism and increased employment that outweigh harm to the Green Belt.

	21/P/02448
	The Bungalow, Blacksmith Lane, Chilworth, GU4 8NQ Erection of a new four-bedroom dwelling following demolition of two existing outbuildings
	[bookmark: _Hlk92973418]REFUSE: This is a very small plot and building in the green belt requires very special circumstances. Councillors agree with the comments made from SCC Highways.  Attached is an Historical Assessment.

	21/P/02607
	Inglenook, 22 Roseacre Gardens, Chilworth, GU4 8RQ
Single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory, enlarged street facing dormer windows and changes to fenestration. New oak framed carport.
	CONCERN IS RAISED TO PLANNING OFFICERS:  The proposed extension will extend well beyond the length of the existing conservatory thus breaking the ‘45-degree rule’ from the neighbour’s property.

	21/P/02524
	Heathfield House, Lockner Holt, Chilworth, GU4 8RG
Variation of condition2 (plans) of P/Application 21/P/01307 approved 30/07/2021, to allow for proposed external landscaping including
wraparound decking, external steps, and pool

	Parish Councillors recommend that Guildford Borough Planners APPROVE this application as submitted.  However, they should be aware that the access to Heathfield House via Lockner Holt is currently very difficult even for cars, due to the state of the track and overgrown trees and shrubs. If construction delivery drivers are following a Sat Nav and attempt that route, it will cause considerable disruption and is completely unsuitable.
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